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Put information online

To the Editor:

Let's say you cared zbout recy-
cling and wanted to find out what
your state Jegislatars were doing e
improve recycling rates.

Let's say you knew 2 Eill had
been proposed that would help, and
vou wanted to find cut who had
signed on or what the stafus was.

Since 1his 1ssue and legistation is
in the state legislature, you're m
tuck. Fortunately, our stale anud fed-
ernl legislators have harnessed the
technology of the informetion oge
to embiece the Jeffersonian ided
that “an informed ¢iuzenry is the
bulwark of o democtney,”

Whether or not Jefferson ever 18-
ally uttered those words, the state-
ment does capture one of his Hmpot-
{ant idens gbout democtacy. ihat 2
participatory democtacy functicns
best when its cibzens know and un-
derstand the issuss that their elected
officials are dealing with, arud, more
importantly, how they are dealing
with them,

Anyone can follow whet their
state and federal clected officials
are up to with a few mouse clicks,
Bills and their progress are posted

onlipe, You can even getond listto €

e notified by e-mail pr instant mes-
sage on your cell phone, Committee
meetings can be viewed ot listened
1o live over the intemet of C-Span.
Qnmmitt:: votes are pasted in eal

me.

Sadly, most local EOVEITITERLS in
pur county have done & pout i
putting infarmation age teols 10
work to communicate with {heir cit-
jzetiry, some municipalities doing
an ineacusably dismal job-

While reflecting on how poctly
my local government. Milford,
communicates, 1 Jooked on the in-
rernet ta sce how we compare with
surrounding municipalities.

In an arbitrary survey, Kingwood
gets first prize. Their Township
Committee pasts 1ts agenda and
minutcs of its meetings enline on<e
they've been approved. They also
post ageadas and inutes from the
m.-_:c:;'ngm af most boards and conk
missions.

Alexandria’s web site features an
up-to-date agenda, but minuics
were biehind by thiee manths, Some
beard nnd commission sgerdas ore
posted. but ma prinutes, Holland
posts agendas for the Township
Committee, bul no mIRWES and
anly the Planning Boand pasts 1

apeoda, but 0o minutes, Milfond
posts both its Council's agenda and
minuies, but bath are hopelessiy oul
aof date, neatly one yoar ald

The hall-gf-shame prize goes 1o
Frenchtown, which has o official
tawn web site, s0 0O agendas of
minutes are available,

Hunterdon County government i
medioere at best, with agendas
posted in A timely mannet, bt 6o
posting of minutes during the cut-
rent calendar year.

If our gosermos is tre 1o Tiis ean-

| paign promises. this may soon

change, la his "B8 ways 1 will fix
New Jersey,” camdidate Christie
said, 1 will increase honesty and
ppenness 10 govermiment by requir-
ing fully searchable ard transparent
weh sites for 2] state and local gov-
emments and school disneis. -
viding links to property rec ogds and
taxcs, government payrolls, expen-
ditures, schocl performance repoit
cupds, and other information. Allin-
formation would be accessible o
the public no later than 45 days (ol
lowing the elose of each fiscal
year”
We shouldn't have to wait for the
avernor af legislature 10 et
Look at your town's web site. Do
they have one? Do they post agen:
das and minutes for the goverming
by, boards and commissions? Do
they provide e-mail auldresses for
elected officials?

Wwe need to hold our elected offi-

gh cials’ collective feet to the fire, In

this information age whese modt
middle-schooless can creaie & weh
wite, thete 18 RO BACUSE far local
EOVEMIMERLS not to post agendas,
ordinances, budgets, ete, The costis
minimal, the effert 1s nominal. An
effective communication progrm
should not be considered an optione
al Tuxury.

The only reason 1can think of fur
aificials to shun this duty 15 that
they really Jdun't want us to know
whit they are up to aad they don’t
Wwiant LUr paripatan. 1 so, shame
on them!

A what about yeu. Democrat?
Sinze you ragely fepodt what local
governing bodies ane Up to, unless
you consider it newswonthy 1.2,
controversizl), why not 2 least 1n-
vestipate Few well mupicipalities
keep heir sitizens jnfonned and 1e-
port that?

DAVE JENKING
Wirlieed



